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captivity Louis the Seventh of France, who had
been basely intercepted by the Greeks while
returning from his unsuccessful crusade, and in
a short time afterwards made its unexpected
appearance under the walls of Constantinople.
The Norman force was too small to inflict
injury, but not to offer insult; and the Sicilian
Admiral, as he floated past the palace, fired his
silver-headed arrows into its windows, and
landed a few soldiers, who rifled the fruit-trees
of the royal gardens. Far different in character
was the attack of the Latin Crusaders A. D.
1203, when the French and Venetian forces
invested Constantinople by land and sea, and
the blind Doge, Dandolo, th'en ninety years of
age, standing on the prow of his galley in com-
plete armour, and with the standard of St. Mark
above his head, sailed up to the Golden Horn,
and leading the Italian force to a task apparently
hopeless, was the first to leap on shore. Con-
stantinople then learned, for the first time, that
it was not impregnable: the usurper Alexis
was deposed* while the blind Emperor Isaak
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